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of a patent. Furthermore, the record from an abandoned application may also be available to the public if the application is 
referenced in a published application or an issued patent (see 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authorization forms PTO 
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April 5, 2006 


Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Box: Amendment 


Sir: 

This amendment is in response to an Office Action and Notice of 
Abandonment mailed March 8, 2006. The amendment accompanies a Petition to 
Revive, along with the corresponding fee. In view of the remarks herein, 
Applicants respectfully request revival of the application and reconsideration of 
the pending claims. 

CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted to the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office^^uminber 57 lr273-{p«b on April 7, 2006. 

Signed Name: r / — — 

Printed Name: Philip H. Burrus, IV 
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CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An electronic savings system, the system comprising: 

a_ a portable electronic device, having unique personal identification data 
stored therein; and 

br a means of transmitting the unique personal identification data to a store; 
wherein when the store receives the unique personal identification data, a 
store discount is applied to a plurality of specially marked, store discounted 
items. 

2. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 , further comprising a simulated 
credit card swipe coupled to the portable device. 

3. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 , wherein the portable electronic 
device comprises a cellular telephone, and the unique personal identification data 
comprises a user's telephone number. 

4. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 3 wherein the universal savings 
system comprises a discount card associated with a particular store. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently Amended) A method of acquiring customer data, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

ar providing a portable electronic device having unique personal identification 
data stored within, wherein the portable electronic device comprises a means 
of transmitting the unique personal identification data; 
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providing a store register capable of receiving the unique personal 
identification data; 

er transmitting the unique persona) identification data from the portable 
electronic device to the store register; and 

dr applying a store discount to the price of a plurality of specially marked, 
store discounted items upon receipt of the unique personal identification data. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6, further comprising the steps of: 

&t providing a central computer; 

%7 transmitting the unique personal identification data to the central computer; 
and 

Ct cross referencing the unique personal identification data with a stored data 
profile. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 7, further comprising the steps of: 

ar transmitting product data from the store register to the central computer; 
and 

br storing the product data with a cross reference to the unique personal 
identification data. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the product data is used for inventory 
management. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method of acquiring customer data, the method 
comprising the steps of: 
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ar providing a store register capabl e having unique store identification data 
stored within, wherein the store register comprises a means of transmitting the 
unique store identification data; 

br providing a personal electronic device capable of receiving the unique store 
identification data; 

er transmitting the unique store identification data from the store register to 
the portable electronic device; and 

dr discounting a prices of a plurality of all specially marked, store discounted 
items upon successful transmission of the unique store identification data. 

11. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10, further comprising the steps of: 

ar transmitting the unique store identification data from the personal electronic 
device to a remote computer; 

br transmitting customer data from the personal electronic device to a remote 
computer; and 

er transmitting product data from the personal electronic device to a remote 
computer. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1, further comprising the steps of: 

ar processing the unique store identification data, the customer data and the 
product data; and 

hr producing a report with the unique store identification data, the customer 
data and the product data .listed in an organized format. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the personal electronic device 
comprises a cellular telephone. 
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14. (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein the store register is linked to at least 
one other store register via a network. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 14, further comprising the step of distributing 
advertising literature based upon the report. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 14, further comprising the step of using the report 
for inventory management. 
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REMARKS ~ General 

Notice of Abandonment: 

The most recent Office Action (OA) included a Notice of Abandonment for 
failure to respond to an OA mailed June 30, 2005. A Petition for Revival of an 
Application for Patent Abandoned Unintentionally under 37 CFR 1 .1 37(b), along with 
the required fee, is included with this amendment. The entire delay in filing the required 
reply from the due date for the required reply until.thc filing of a grantable petition under 
37 CFR 1.137(b) was unintentional. Farther, since this utility application was filed after 
June 8, 1995, it is respectfully submitted that no terminal disclaimer is required. 

Re jections under 35 USC 103: 

The most recent OA rejects claims 1-4 and 6-1 6 as being unpatentable over 
Swartz et al.> US Pat. No. 6,243,447, hereinafter "Swartz", in view of Applicant's 
background section of the specification. The basis for the rejection is set forth in the OA. 
Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection. 

In making the traversal, Applicant relies upon MPEP §21 43.03, which states, "To 
establish prima facie obviousness of a claimed invention, all the claim limitations must be 
taught or suggested by the prior art." In re Royka., 490 F.2d 981, 180 USPQ 580 (CCPA 
1974). "All words in a claim must be considered in judging the patentability of that claim 
against the prior art." In re Wilson, 424 F.2d 1382, 1385, 165 USPQ 494, 496 (CCPA 
1970). 

Applicant respectfully submits that neither Swartz nor Applicant's background 
section teaches an electronic device for submitting unique personal identification data to 
a store, wherein when the store receives the unique personal identification data, a store 
discount is applied to a plurality of specially marked, store discounted items, as Applicant 
recites in the pending independent claims. 

Applicant notes that the background section of Applicant's application as filed 
discusses a discount card like the Harris-Teeter® VIC® card. Applicant notes that this 
card is a laminated, plastic, credit card-sized card having a barcode linking a card 
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identifier to the customer. To use the card, a customer reaches into his wallet, manually 
extracts the card, and presents it to the cashier. 

Swartz also teaches a manual coupon system. Swartz fails to teach any transfer of 
savings information from an electronic device. Swartz teaches scanning coupon bar codes 
"...or other bar coded materials..." for the sole purpose of customers ..mak[tng] their 
own shopping lists." Swartz, col. 3, lines 34-35. Swartz, however, teaches away from any 
electronic transfer of savings information. Specifically, Swartz recites a manual process 
at checkout, where the customer physically hands each coupon to a cashier for entry into 
the system. For example, Swartz states at col 1 1 lines 14-18, "The cashier then starts 
accepting customer's coupons, as shown by the process block 178. After all the coupons 
have been accepted and entered into the system, the final bill is calculated." Note that this 
is the cashier accepting the coupons from the customer, not the register or store computer 
receiving savings information from the electronic device. Swartz fails to teach any 
electronic transfer of coupon information. This is because the coupons of Swartz are 
manufacturers 1 coupons, and must be physically presented for redemption. There is no 
suggestion in Swartz to discount prices based upon customer identification from an 
electronic device. 

At best, the combination of Swartz and Applicant's background teaches an 
electronic customer identification device with paper coupons that must be physically 
presented to a cashier, and then entered one-by-one into a system. Only Applicant's 
application teaches a system wherein when unique personal identification data is 
transmitted from an electronic device to a store, a store discount is applied to a plurality 
of specially marked, store discounted items. Further, there is no teaching, suggestion, or 
motivation found in either Swartz or Applicant's background section to combine the 
references in such a manner as to achieve Applicant's invention. The only teaching of 
such a system is found in Applicant's specification. Applicant notes that prima facie 
obviousness only exists "...so long as it... does not include knowledge gleaned only from 
applicant's disclosure..." In re McLaughlin, 443 F.2d 1392, 1395, 170 USPQ 209, 212 
(CCPA 1971). 
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CONCLUSION 

For the above reasons, Applicants believe the specification and claims are now in 
proper form> and that the claims all define patentably over the prior art. Applicants 
believe this application is now in condition for allowance, for which they respectfully 
submit. 


Respectfully submitted, 



Philip H. Burrus, IV 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No.: 45,432 
404-797-8111 
404-880-991 2 fax 
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